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Friends, Countrymen and Britons, 
Gentleman told me, about two years 
ago, at the time of the inſtallation of 

the Chancellor of Oxford, that he ſaw a letter 
from the Biſhop of Oſnaburgh to his precep- 
tor, then at Oxford, in which he ſaid, hat 


Tobile he wwas walking with the King, the pre- 
ceding day, in the gardens of Kew, his Majeſty 

told him, © that it was the duty of every man, 
let his rank of life be what it will, to con- 

< tribute what he can to the public good, 


and he was reſolved to do every thing in his po- 


wer for the good of his father's ſubjects. 


B Satisfied 


0 
- Satisfied of the truth and juſtice of the roy- 


al precept, and like the young prince, deſirous 
to do every thing i in my power for the good 
of the public, I venture to addreſs thoſe of 


my countrymen who have not time to read 
larger well-written tracts, and whoſe capaci- 
ties, unequal to examining deeper diſquiſi- 
tions, are more on a level with my own. 


From the ſpeeches in parliament ; from 
the maſterly aſſertor of the rights of Great 


Britain; from my own correſpondence ; with 


ſuch powers of reflecting as I am capable of, 
I mean to lay before you ſuch matter as I think 
ought to be known by all ranks. 


The _—_ of every country Wen 
the ſuperiority of the conſtitution of Great 
Britain; they admire the wiſdom which did 
not leave it in the power of our King, nor 
in the power of our Lords, nor in the power 


of our Commons, to make laws : but in the 
uniting power of the three eſtates for the 


e eee of the whole. The goodneſs 
ol this conſtitution, gradually improving, has 
extended it over a vaſt empire, and long did 


our fellow ſubjects on the other fide the At- 


lantic, rejoice in the protection of our laws; 


they 


- ASE” 


\ 
* 
; 


C$-.2 


they conſidered, that as in every government 
a ſupreme power muſt be lodged ſomewhere, 
they were happy in thinking that the ſame 
power which gave laws and protected on the 
banks of the Thames, likewiſe governed and 
preſerved on the banks of Potomac. Che- 
riſhed by Great Britain, they cultivated their 
lands, they began and proſecuted a gainful 
commerce, till wanton with ſucceſs, like the 
high-fed courſer, they refuſed the reins which 
guided them, and thirſting for power as well 
as wealth, they ſpurn the hand which fed 
them. Delighted with their paſt ſucceſs and 


future proſpects, ſmiling on their flowing 


wealth, gain became the deity of their ado- 
ration, and indifferent how indirect the ways 
of obtaining it, like King Richard, they were 
happy in having poſſeſſion ; yet thirſting ſtill 
for more, they reprobated the laws of their 
country, and for the ſake of gain, aſſiſted our 
enemies with whom we were at open war, 
for their protection. Such an aſſertion, I do 
not make from the authority of one or 
two, or a few, but from well known facts, 
as univerſally acknowledged in the Weſt-In- 
dies, as the light of the noon-day ſun, where 
every one knew that multitudes of American 

T: 3 veſſels 
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veſſels ſupplied the French and Spaniards 
with mier ſtores during the war. 


I remember 8 loudly. the people of Bo- 
ſton reprobated the navigation act during the 
war; and ſince the peace, encouraged by the 
ſlackneſs of the reins of government, and af- 
terwards by the lenity af the king and his mi- 
niſters, they have thrown off every idea of 
dependence, and with inſolent brayings have 
kicked down all government, and are now 
become rebels. 


They have declared that the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment have no authority, over them, except in 
regulating their commerce, and have advanced 
ſome ill- founded, half-weighed, ſcarcely plau- 
ſible pretexts, ſuch as their not being repre- 
ſented, while they ſeem to overlook near ſeven 
millions of inhabitants. of the Britiſh empire 
not more repreſented than they are, who quiet- 
ly ſubmit to the laws; and that it is common 


to have numbers of American natives our re- 


preſentatives in Parliament. They ſay that 
our claim of ſupremacy and right of impoſing 


taxes on America is new and an unjuſt inno- 


vation; but Mr. Melliſh's ſpeech in Parlia- 


ment fir taught me to an,” that five 


acts 


| (06.2 - 
acts of Parliament in Charles the Second's 
reign, two in William's, one in George the 


Firſt's, and two in George the Second's reign, 


were paſted for eſtabliſhing the ſupremacy 


of Parliament over America. That two 


acts of Parliament in Charles the Second's 
reign, to in queen Anne's reign, and two 
in George the Second's, were paſſed for im 
poſing taxes on America. Theſe laws were 
never diſputed till now, that they preſume to 
queſtion, the controuling power of Parlia- 
ment. | | 


They ſay that their anceſtors obtained their 
lands without any charge to this country ;”” 
but the maſterly aſſertor of the rights of Bri- 
tain, proves from moſt unqueſtionable evi- 
dence, ** that Parliament granted them, for 
the ſupport of their governments and their 
* own troops, three millions eight hundred and 
thirty frvethouſand nine hundred pounds; like- 
* wiſe for rewards and encouragements, from 
*© February 1756 to April 1770 one million 


cc eighty one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy 


ce one pounds ; alſo in bounties on their com- 
% modities, one million fix hundred and nine 
* thouſand three Lundred and forty four pounds, 
** befides other bounties,” Did not Britain 


enter 
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enter into the two laſt wars, ſolely on account 


of America, and become immerſed in an enor- 


mous debt to ſecure peace and proſperity to 
them? What has been the grateful return of 
America for the rivers of blood and heaps of 
treaſure ſpent on her account, but the raiſing 
the poinard, like true ans; to ſlab the 
inge nt ? | 


The Americans, fond of illicit commerce, 
particularly the northern provinces, and 
chiefly the people of Boſton, on finding that 
a law had paſſed in the Britiſh Parliament 
which rendered the ſmuggling of tea an object 
not worthy of their purſuit, by its being re- 
duced to ſo low a price to the conſumer, that 
ſmuggling was no longer profitable, ſubmitted 
quietly to the law for 2a time; nay even Mr. 
John Hancock, now preſident of the congreſs, 
but. formerly @ moſt notorious ſmuggler, did 


not object to it; till the ſmugglers find- 


ing that they could not carry on their contra- 
band trade, to gratify their revenge, inflamed 
the mob to deſtroy the Laſt India Company's 
tea, which was the firſt ouvert act againſt the 
authority of P arliament, and the firſt avowal of 
that ſpirit of independence which led to the 
preſent rebellion. From that moment all be- 
came anarchy and confuſion: the leaſt diſap- 

probation 
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probation of their conduct was puniſhed by 
tarring and feathering. Mr. Ingleflone had 
the audacity to adviſe them, in the mildeſt 
terms, to conſider what they were about: 


this was a crime too enormous to be puniſhed 
in ſo light a manner; he was ſuſpended by 
the middle, in a deep well, till almoſt chilled 


to death by the cold; then, to reſtore him to 
his natural beat, they hauled him up, and 
placed him before his houſe, which they had 
ſet on fire, while they deſtroyed all his pro- 
perty they could lay hold of. Who then in 
ſuch a ſituation would dare to avow his ſen- 


timents? One man for daring to declare a 
willingneſs to pilot any of his Majeſty's ſhips 
was brought to a trial; no evidence was 
found to prove the guilt, till they ſuborned a 


negro ſlave (though the practice of the coun- 


try forbids taking the evidence of ſlaveg) to 


ſwear againſt him; and though the ſlave, on 
ſeeing the effects likely to enſue, recanted 
What he had ſworn, the man was hanged. 
Vet, O Britons theſe Americans will turn up 
their eyes, and dare to appeal to the God of 
Mercy. Theſe monſters of cruelty, while they 
. ſeem to ſpeak peace and good-will, draw the 
hoſtile ſword, and compel numbers to appear 


in array with them, leſt pear property be de- 


Wy | ſtroyed, 


(8 
ſtroyed, the perſons of their wives and fami- 
lies inſulted. | 


It muſt be confelſed, that they have been 
miſled and encouraged by factious and traite- 
rous abettors in England, who under the maſk 
of patriotiſm have fed them up with miſre- 
preſentations of the fentiments of the people, 
and falſehoods of the deepeſt dye. Ts it poſ- 
fible that we can find no teſt of patriotiſm but 
an indiſcriminate oppoſition to every meaſure 
mente 7 


T he Americans, led to believe that they 
had many friends in England concurring with 
them in ſentiment, and ready to arm in the 
ſame cauſe, were anxious to appear as acting 
upon the defenfive, while they were preparing 
for every hoſtile meaſure ; and conſcious that 
'the preparations they were making would 
ſoon bring on an oppoſition which they were 
reſolved to repel by force of arms, they were 
reſolved to be prepared for giving us the ear- 
lieſt intelligence of the conſequences, that the 
firſt impreſſion might have the moſt power- 
ful effect; and accordingly they ſelected the 
ſwifteſt of their faſt ſailing veſſels, kept her 
ready victualled, manned and ballaſted, with 
her ſails bent, and her bottom very clean, that 


J 


( #2 
ſhe might flip her cable, and run off at a mo- 
ment's warning. Accordingly when the af- 
fair at Lexington happened, as ſoon as they 
could manufacture the finful tale, with ſcarce 
a ſemblance of truth, ſhe was diſpatched, and 
arrived long before we had any other intelli- 
gence, But what did their providential cares 
produce, unleſs a univerſal conviction, that 
in their zeal to prove too much, and vouch 
for one another, they were perjured ? The 


| honourable congreſs, as they preſume to call 


themſelves, hkewiſe have had the infolence 
to aſſert the ſame falſehoods, and to declare 
that the Britiſh troops were the fir aggreſſors 
at Lexington; but, my friends and country- 
men, pray attend to the fact. 


When military preparations were making 
at Concord, to carry on hoſtilities againſt the 
King's troops, General Gage, to prevent 
their coming to open rebellion, by depriving 
them of the means, was under the neceſſity of 
ſending a detachment to deſtroy their maga- 
Zines. He gave orders that the detachment, 
conſiſting of 800 men, ſhould march with all 


poſſible ſecrecy, obſerye the ſtricteſt diſcipline, 


and to reſent no inſult of the Americans, ex- 
cept actual hoſtilities. Theſe orders were 
moſt implicitly obeyed, and not one loaded 

GE: muſquet 
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muſquet was in the whole detachment, ex- 
cept in the hands of fifty marines, who were 
the advanced guard, when the Americans 
fired upon them; and that this is the fact, 


every one of thę detachment, officers and ſol- 


diers, are ready moſt ſolemnly to ſwear. But 
my countrymen, this is not all, hearken to the 


ſtill more dreadful tale, and ſhudder at the hor- 


rid cruelties of theſe Americans, who with af- 
fected ſanity dare to offer their inſolent ap- 
peal to the heavenly throne; a tale ſo ſhock- 
ing to humanity, that every being, poſſeſſing 


but one drop of the milk of human kindneſs 


in their nature, would wiſh it were poſſible 
to be falſe: but alas! 'tis not; ir is not 
poſſible ! the evidence is moſt undoubted. 


« The ſoldiers who fell by the firſt fire of 


te the rebels were found ſealped, when the de- 


<« tachment returned from Concord to Lex- 
c“ ington-bridge. Two ſoldiers who lay 
c wounded on the field, and had been ſcalped 
© by the ſavage provincials, were ſtill breath- 
« ing : they appeared, by the traces of blood, 
« to have rolled, in the agonies of this hor- 
& rid ſpecies of death, ſeveral yards from 
e the place where they had been ſcalped. 
Near thefe unfortunate men, another ob- 


cc ject — itſelf, A ſoldier who had 
been 
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&« been flightly wounded, appeared with his 
«« eyes torn out of the ſockets, by the barba- 
“ rous mode of googing, a word and prac- 
ce tice peculiar to the Americans. Huma- 
c nity forbids us to dwell longer on this 
& ſcene of horror. The rebels, to break the 
© force of accuſation, began to recriminate. 
© They laid ſeveral inſtances of wanton cru- 
cc elty to the charge of the troops; yet no- 
i thing is better aſcertained, than that not 
* one of the ſoldiers ever quitted the road, 
* either upon their march or return from 
Concord.“ 


The congreſs ſay, that the troops going to 
Concord was © a wanton aſſault:“ but the 
truth is, the march of the troops had only 
haſtened the execution of the plan of rebel- 
lion ſettled before in the ſecret councils of 
the provincial congreſs, after being provided 
with troops, arms, ammunition, &c. 


The congreſs finding how far they had ſuc- 
ceeded in enflaming the minds of the rabble, 
and elevated with the proſpe& of indepen- 
dance, while they put on the ſemblance of 
praying his Majeſty” for peace, they dreaded 
nothing ſo much as an accommodation ; and 
Alt the 8 made by Parliament ſhould 
| C 2 n 
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bring about ſo deſirable an end, they inſtantly 
ſhifted their ground, like their wilely anceſtors 
of the laſt century, and roſe in their demands, 
ſo as to put all hopes of treating with them 
at an end. They had been long reſolved to 
wield the ſword with all their might. 


They next make a boaſt of their unanimity, 
their internal reſources for carrying on a war, 
and ſay, that foreign alſiſtance is attainable. 
As to their unanimity, I deny its being ſo; 
for of my own: perſonal knowledge, there 
are ſome gentlemen who have ſubſcribed their 
aflociations, and who appear in arms daily 
with the rebels, who would chearfully relin- 
quiſh half their property, to eſcape from rebel 
tyranny with the remaining half, to this land of 
freedom. Men of property muſt be enemies 
to confuſion and anarchy. 


As to their inter * reſources, what are 
they! ? Some of their provinces want even 
grain, though others have it in ſuperabund- 
ance; but what can they do with the ſur- 
plus, when all means of carrying on com- 


merce are at an end? They have no ſpecie, nor 


can they ſupply their armies with tents, arms, 
ammunition, or cloathing. Will the French; 
will the Spaniards; will the gold idolators, 


the 
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the Dutch, accept of paſteboard dollars, in 
payment for theſe things? A child will tell 
them no! Their ports are ſhut up, and our 
ſhips of war now about to make lawful prize 
of all their ſhipping, it is to be hoped, will 
not even leave them a boat'to catch a mackerel. 
They have loſt their corn and rice trade, which 
brought annually about one million five hundred 
thouſand pounds to America; our Weſt-India 
Iland trade, which brought nearly one million 
annually to America; they have loſt their 
fiſhery, an article too great for computation z 
and they have loſt their exportation to Great- 
* Britain, of commodities Which would not - 

| have anſwered in any other market, had the 
ſea remained open to their navigation. 
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What but infatuation could make them hope 
for foreign aid! Can they ſuppoſe, that the 
nations, poſſeſſing . colonies in their neareſt 
neighbourhood, will expoſe them to be firſt 
{ſwallowed by a power who have gained in a 

. conteſt with Great-Britain ? - 


The congreſs at laſt declare, ** that as they 

* have taken up arms, they will not lay them 

< down, till hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe on the part 
of Great-Britain :” that is to ſay, withdraw 

your armies, recall your-fleets, and you may 
| | have 


TS 
have peace from the Americans; for, as 
« they fight not for conqueſt,” they do not 
yet mean to transfer hoſtilities into the heart of 
theſe Kingdoms. 

Now, my friends and countrymen, you ſee 
to what the Americans are arrived; you ſee 
What you owe to mock patriats at home, who 
Have degraded the ſtrength, power, and au- 
thority of Great-Britain, to exalt America on 
the ruins ; a ſet of men who lay the honour, 
dignity, and reputation of their country under 
the feet of her rebellious ſubjects, and have 
the conſummate. efirontery to declare in their 
petulant declamations, that they ſpeak the ſen- 
timents- of the people ; but you will doubt- 
leſs draw a reaſonable concluſion from the 


following anecdote. 


At the time that the Boſton port-bill took 
place, our moſt worthy patriots, calling them- 
ſelves the Conſtitutional Society, afſembled ; 

and making a parade of hypocritical forrow 
for the ſuffering ſaints of Boſton, voted them 
one hundred pounds, to be tranſmitted by 
their treaſurer to Dr. Franklyn, for the uſe of 
the ſufferers ; which reſolution was for ſome 
time moſt pompouſly announced in the news- 


Pn; but I pray you do not laugh, my 
friends, 
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© 
friends, the treaſury cheſt of the ſociety was 
quite empty, and not one farthing could be 
ſent to the diſtreſſed ſaints. This you are de- 
fired to accept on the authority of one of the 
members, Mr. Wilkes. 


On the other. hand, a ſubſcription was 
opened for the relief of the ſoldiers, the diſ- 
treſſed widows and orphans of our troops in 
America, and the ſum, in a ſhort time, 
amounted to fifteen thouſand pounds, and, I 
hope, will ſoon be double that amount, From 
what part of this anecdote ought we to 
judge of the One of the people ? 


The Americans ente 46 that their in- 
c ternal reſourc2s are great;“ they alledge, 
that they are capable of ſupporting a rebellion 
againſt the mother- country: yet they juſtify 
that rebellion by the demand made by the 
mother- country, for their bearing a. part of 
their 0z01 future expences. 


The former expences of America have draun 


from Great - Britain, fince the acceſſion of the 


Houſe of Hanover to the throne of theſe 
kingdoms, as may be ſeen by authentic eſti- 
mates, no leſs a ſum than thirty-four millions 


fix hundred and ninety- ſeven thouſand one hundred 


and 
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and 'forty-two pounds ten ſhillings and ten pence 


halfpenny. 


If we add to this the expences of the two 
laſt wars, which we entered into ſolely on the 
account of America, the moſt moderate com- 
putation, 'cannot be leſs than a hundred and 
fifty millions. What is the grateful return that 
America makes for all this waſte of treaſure, 
but fawning hypocritical petitions, intermixed 

with defiance, preſented by one hand, while 
the other graſps the pointed dagger, already 
lifted up to ſtab the too indulgent parent ? 


They and their iniquitous abettors have 
boaſted much of their important commerce, 
but it is no unreaſonable conjecture, that the 
money expended by this nation upon America 


for the protection of her inhabitants, and the 


encouragement of her commerce, would have 
been more than ſufficient to purchaſe all the 
manufactures ever exported from Great-Britain 
to the colonies now in rebellion, without in- 
cluding what has been ſpent by us in other 
parts of the world during the two laſt (truly 
American) wars, 


They likewiſe talk much of the revenue 


ariſing from their commodities, but Iam per- 
| ſuaded 
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1 | 
ſuaded that the whole does not amount to half 
the annual income of many private gentlemen 
in this country. 


We muſt be convinced that the governing 
power neceflary in every civil ſociety, ought 
to have the right of impoſing taxes on all the 
ſubjects of the empire. We ſee that that po- 
wer in this country exerted theſe rights over 
the colonies by the laws which were begun 
to be paſſed at the time of their firſt exiſtence, 
and continued down to the preſent time. We 
muſt be convinced that if theſe laws never 
exiſted, they ought now to be introduced, and 
that part of the empire obliged to bear a part 
of the burthen contracted on their account ; 


but rather than ſubmit to the juſtice of this 


claim, a majority of delegates in the congreſs 
did vote America independent, and deaf to 
all reaſoning they appeal only to the ſword. 


Will you then, my friends, countrymen, 
and Britons, look tamely on and ſee this great 
empire torn in pieces and diſmembered by un- 
bridled faction at home, and unprovoked re- 


bellion. abroad? Forbid it Heaven! Forbid 


it reaſon and common ſenſe. Let even com- 
paſſion for miſled Americans forbid it They, 
like too many of ourſelves, have become the 

D dupes 


1) 
dupes of deſigning men, who care not by 
what ladder they can climb to power, if they 
do but ſucceed. Dr. Franklyn to be ſure is 
a man of great natural parts, of uncommon 
mental powers ; but of profound cunning, 
and moſt boundleſs ambition. Let us admire 
him as a philoſopher; but though he has miſ- 
led many of the Americans, let him not with 
his electrical conductors torpify our ſenſes, 
and deprive us of our reaſon. Let the Bri- 
tiſh lion now be rouſed, or let him never roar 
again. If you will tamely bear this inſult, 
pluck out his fangs, tear off his claws, cut off 
his laſhing tail and ſhaggy mane, and lay them 
on the broad tail of the beaver, to gallop to 
his American hole, and leave your lion to 
become the contemptible laughing-ſtock of 
deriding nations, for the vile aſs has dared to 
kick up his heels againſt him. | 


Is all your - ſpirit fled with your expelled fe- 
lons, or is there ſtill ſome of that blood cir- 
culating in your veins which accompanied the 
Edwards to Creſſy, and Henry to Agin- 
court ? Do none of theſe men ſtill live, who, 
in the prefent reign, hurled the Britiſh thun- 
der, like the fires of the erring comet, to ſtrike 


the utmoſt receſſes of the earth with diſmay * 


I cannot doubt of either. Step forth then, 
a my 
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my friends, and unanimouſly employ ſuch 
powers as ye poſſeſs for the preſervation of 
the honour and dignity of your name as Bri- 
tons. 


Humanity cries aloud for the full exertion 
of a force without a doubt ſufficient to end 
the controverſy, for a protracted civil war, 
adds dreadfully to the calamity. Then, when 
you have humbled your rebellious ſubjects to 
the duſt ; when you have made them ſenſi- 
ble of their diſobedience; when they ſhall 
have proſtrated themſelves before God and 
declared their penitence for unprovoked per- 
juries 3 When they ſhall have proſtrated them- 
ſelves before Britain, and declared their ſor- 
row for their ſavage cruelties to her ſons ; 
when they ſhall have begged pardon of their 
inſulted countrymen ; when they ſhall be no 
longer rebels, but obedient ſubjects ; then, 


let the jewel Mercy ſhine forth with its 


uſual fire, then will our gracious ſovereign, 
during whoſe reign it has beamed with the 
brighteſt. luſtre, receive them like penitent 
children who have kiſſed the rod, and admit 
them to all the freedom of the obedient ſub- 
jects of Great Britain. 


Then 


( 20 ) 

Then probably they may be allowed to re- 
gulate their internal government, but be 
obliged to contribate their ſhare, in regulated 
eſtabliſhed proportion, for the general demands 
of the empire, when all the world muſt fay, 
THAT GREAT BRITAIN is FUST AND AME- 
RICA DEPENDENT. 


